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Purpose of Commission and Guidelines

The Meridian Street Preservation Commission was created in 1971 for the purpose of
preserving and protecting a historic, scenic, and aesthetic portion of North Meridian Street
and its surrounding area within the city of Indianapolis. The Meridian Street Preservation
Commission seeks to preserve the unique character of this area by limiting and restricting
any uses or changes that are unhealthful, unsafe, and unaesthetic (See Appendix A for IC 14-
3-3.2-1).

The Meridian Street Preservation Area consists of a primary and secondary zone. The
primary zone encompasses the portion of North Meridian Street that stretches between 40th
Street and Westfield Boulevard, and within 100 feet east and west of the North Meridian
Street right-of-way. This area is listed in the National Register of Historic Places, and is also
known as the North Meridian Street Historic District. Any variance of zoning, land use
change, variance of development standards, or changes either through repair or replacement
to any exterior features must be approved by the Commission. The secondary zone includes
all land lying within 1,000 feet of the North Meridian Street right-of-way to the east and west,
and any land within 750 feet of the north and south ends of the North Meridian Street
Historic District area. This secondary zone is intended to act as a protective area and any
variances of development standards within this zone must also be approved by the Meridian
Street Preservation Commission (See Appendix A for IC 14-3-3.2-2, 14-3-3.2-23, and map)

When seeking approval from the Commission for a rezoning, variance, or change to a
feature, an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness must be filed with any necessary
plans, drawings, photos, material samples, or other supporting documentation. The
Commission will then review the application and its specifics at its monthly public hearings
and either deny or grant a Certificate of Appropriateness The Commission meetings are
open to the public, and any persons affected by a proposed change will be notified.

Certificate of Appropriateness applications are available from the Department of
Metropolitan Development, 200 E. Washington Street, Suite 1860, Indianapolis, IN, 46204.

Many historic districc Commissions adopt design guidelines to facilitate the
administration of the design review process in their districts. Design Guidelines are
developed by translating into words the principles, relationships, and features which define
an area's character. By researching the natural and built elements of a district, the individual
resources and needs of that district can be integrated into more uniform standards.
Guidelines are established with input from the residents of the area and the Commission

members, many of whom are also residents.



These design guidelines were created to assure a relative consistency of decision
making not only for the residents of the affected area, but also for the Commission itself.
Procedures such as these afford due process and attempt to minimize the subjective aspects
of design review by relying upon accepted guidelines that all concerned parties can
understand and comply with.

Each project has its own set of goals, constraints, and impacts, therefore, the contents
of these standards not as absolute rules, but instead as guidelines for all involved. When
reviewing a proposal, Commissioners rely on established guidelines as well as other
pertinent decision making factors such as:

- to what extent does the proposed change call attention to itself?

- does the change contribute to , or detract from, the overall character of the district?

- are there reasonable alternatives?

- is it architecturally and stylistically appropriate or complimentary to the districts

character?

- what can be seen from the neighboring properties, streets, alleys, or sidewalks?

- is any damage likely to affect the long term physical condition of a structure,

property, or surroundings??
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Dominant North Meridian Street Architectural Styles

Throughout the primary phase of construction along North Meridian Street, from 1920
1o 1935, maﬁy edlectic and revival styles were employed. In the first part of the Twentieth
Century, and in many cities across the country, these eclectic and revival styles had become
particularly popular for residential architecture.

The eclectic movement drew stylistic inspiration from a wide variety of architectural
traditions including the Ancient Classical, Medieval, and Renaissance Classical. Eclecticism
gained momentum with the Chicago Columbian Exhibition of 1893 and its stress on correct
historical interpretations of styles. ~Advancements in building technology in the 1920s
allowed period revivals of both European and Colonial American styles to dominate
suburban residential architecture. This trend continued into the 1930s when a new wave of
modernism began.

The most dominant eclectic and revival styles found along North Meridian Street
include French Eclectic, Tudor Revival, Colonial Revival, Mediterranean Revival, and
Jacobethan. The Ranch style, although a non-contributing style in regards to the area's
architectural significance ahd character, is one of the most numerous styles in the northern
end of the district, and is the most dominant architectural style in the area immediately north
of the North Meridian Street Historic District. . These six styles are briefly described in the
following sections starting with French Eclectic, which has the most examples along North
Meridian Street, and continuing through the other style sections in order of dominance.

Also see Appendix C for an inventory of the homes included in the North Meridian
Street Historic District, and the other architectural styles represented.



French Eclectic 1915 - 1945

The French Eclectic style is a fairly common style, and is usually found only in
eclectic suburbs like that of the North Meridian Street Historic District.

The style is based on many centuries of precedents from French domestc
architecture. Many Americans serving in France during World War I became familiar with
the prototypes which helped popularize the style stateside. There were also a number of
photographic studies of modest French homes published in the 1920s further popularizing
the style, and giving architects models on which to base their designs. Thus any pre-1920
examples of this style are rare.

There are three principal French Eclectic substyles, including Symmetrical,
Asymmetrical, and Towered types. As their names indicate, these subtypes are differentiated
by their massing and facade detailing.

The French Eclectic style shares many of the same characteristics as the Tudor Revival
style, including the use of stucco and decorative half-timbering, and is often confused with
Tudor Revival. The highly pitched, hipped roof of the French Eclectic style is the distinctive
characteristic that ultimately sets the two apart.

Identifying Characteristics:
- decorative half-timbering - Renaissance detailing and stone quoins
- high-pitched, hipped roof - low set dormers, typically hipped or arched
- casement or double-hung windows - towers
- lofty chimney stacks - upwardly flared eaves
- recessed entrances, elaborate or simple - brick, stone, or stucco wall dadding
- shuttered, full-length casement windows
(French doors)

The residence at 5008 North Meridian Street, built in 1930, is an excellent eianiple of the
French Eclectic style. Below is an illustradon of the house with its style defining characteristics

highlighted.

Characteristics Olustrated:
- steeply pitched, hipped roof - low set, arched dommer
- asymmetrical massing subtype - recessed entry
- brick walls - dominant, vertical chimney

- stone quoins




Tudor Revival 1890-1940

The Tudor Revival style is loosely based on early English building traditions from folk
cottages to Late Medieval palaces. The style benefited from the development of new
building techniques during the 1920s. These advancements allowed for less expensive
copies of English prototypes.

There are six subtypes of the Tudor style all of which are based on the wall cladding
materials or roof cladding and details. These subtypes differentiate berween stone, brick,
stucco, or wood wall cladding, and thatched or parapet gable types.

The style is often confused with the French Eclectic, or the Jacobethan style, which is
a related style with more elaborate detailing.

Identifying Characteristics:

- high-pitched gable roof with cross gables - stone muilions

- decorative half-timbering - elaborate chimneys with flue pots

- Tudor arches - quoin-like details

- stone, brick, stucco, or wood wall cladding - thatched or parapeted gables

- overlapping gables and eaves of - decorative brick patterns
varying heights - tall, narrow casement windows

- simple, arched door openings with heavy - multi-paned window glazing
board and batten doors - grouped windows with transoms

- upper stories and gables overhanging the lower
stories

4801 North Meridian Street illustrates many of the distinctive Tudor Revival characteristics.
These are outlined below.

Characteristics Illustrated:
- steeply pitched gable roof with cross gables - parapeted gable
- decorative half-timbering with - upper story overhang
patterned brick infill - tall, narrow casement windows
- quoin details - grouped, multi-paned windows with
- arched entry with board and batten door transoms and stone muilions
- eaves of varying heights - elaborate chimney with flue pots




Colonial Revival 1880-1955

The term Colonial Revival refers to the rebirth of interest in early English and Dutch
building styles found along the Atlantic seaboard. The Georgian and Adam styles were the
primary influences for this revival style of Colonial American architecture. Colonial Revival
was the most dominant style for American residential architecture during the first half of this
century.

There are nine distinct substyles of the Colonial Revival style all based on roof forms
or massing characteristics, such as the Asymmetrical or Gambrel Roof types.

Identifying Characteristics:
- accentuated front door with decorative - multi-paned window glazing
crown and pilasters - paired window groupings
- small enury porch - elaboration of entrances, windows,
- boxed roof-wall junctions with cornice and cornices
molding - fanlights and sidelights at entrances
- symmetrically balanced facade - masonry or wood wall dladding

- rectangular, double-hung sash windows

The house at 4142 North Meridian Street is an example of the Colonial Revival style with
detailing and characteristics in keeping with the typical identifying features.

Characteristics Illustrated:
- accentuated front entry with side and - symmetrical facade
fanlights - brick walls
- pilasters supporting a small entry porch - double-hung wood sash windows,
- boxed roof-wall junction with . muiti-paned and paired

cornice molding




Mediterranean Revival 1890-1935

The Mediterranean Revival style and its details are based on a variety of Italian
predecessors. The style became increasingly popular after World War [ when advancements
in both building and printing technologies brought models and less expensive building
methods to the attention of American architects. The Mediterranean Revival style began to
decline in popularity throughout the 1930s, and any examples that post-date 1940 are rare.

Identifying Characteristics:
- low to medium-pitched, hipped roof - ceramic tiled roof
- smaller, less elaborate upper story - arched doors or porches on first
windows story
- recessed entry - symmetrical facade
- arched, full-length first story windows - deep eaves with decorative
- stucco wall cladding brackets

- classical columns and pilasters at front entry

The house at 4356 North Meridian Street, built in 1928, is an excellent example of the
Mediterranean Revival style. The stylistic details that are represented in this Mediterranean Revival

house are highlighted below.

Characteristics Illustrated:
- medium-pitched, hipped, tiled roof - stucco walls
- smaller less elaborate upper story - symmetrical facade
windows - arched, full-length first story
- arched, recessed entry with pilasters windows







